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GLOBAL TOP TEN & N
GOLD MEDAL

GLOBAL BEST HARDWARE AWARD
GLOBAL BEST WIKI AWARD
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Dedication to Serving
the Community

Po Leung Kuk was founded in 1878, serving with the objective of
“Protecting the young and the innocent”. Po Leung Kuk provides
multifaceted and quality social, educational, recreational and
cultural services to people of all ages in the community through
its 300 service units. Every year, the Kuk serves over 800,000
people on average, including about 45,000 students of its
affiliated schools.

"Love, Respect, Diligence and Integrity", the motto of Kuk's
affiliated schools, places great emphasis on educating the
young, nurturing the morality and helping them achieve
"Cognitive, Aesthetic, Sacial, Physical and Moral development."
Our students are therefore encouraged to engage in community
service, which could foster their sense of national identity, as
well as adopting an open-minded attitude towards different
issues,

The Kuk is a non-political and non-religious sponsoring body, of
which different thoughts, ideas and religions co-exist under the
condition that the law shall not be violated and the teaching
order shall not be disrupted.

!é.gﬂ



Vision and
Mission of Po Tong
(RERESRIE6H

A= B fEnn

Vision and Mission
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We adhere to the mission and vision of Po Leung Kuk, placing great importance on students'
balanced learning including moral, intellectual, physical, social and aesthetic education, and
nurturing students to develop nobleness and a positive outlook on life.

The mission is to enhance students' interest in learning and unearth their potential by means
of inspiration. Our school's motto is “Love, Respect, Diligence and Integrity”; it is hoped
that students can learn to respect and strive for excellence. The College nurtures students
to become biliterate and trilingual individuals equipped with high-order thinking skills and
remarkable presentation skills.

Principal's Message
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“Self-cultivation, moral integrity, and care for others; the pursuit of excellence and the
development of potential; actively contributing to family and country” are the qualities of
every student at Po Tong. Through diverse and high-quality education, we enable students to
achieve holistic development.

Po Tong, a subsidized co-educational English secondary school under the Po Leung Kuk,
is committed to continuous innovation and improvement. We uphold the organization’s
educational philosophy and embody the “Po Leung Spirit,” instilling in our students the
values of Respect, Diligence, and Integrity. Our emphasis on bilingual education ensures that
students develop strong language and communication skills in both Chinese and English.
With a vibrant |learning atmosphere, students are motivated to diligently pursue academic

‘excellence and consistently achieve remarkable results.

In addition, our dedicated and experienced teaching team actively guides each student to
develop a love for learning and unleash their potential. In today’s rapidly changing world, we
equip students with the skills to stand out and achieve their aspirations. The positive teacher-
student relationships at Po Tong create an environment of trust, care, and respect, allowing
students to develop strong values and become responsible, community-minded individuals.

In the future, we will continue to take on the responsibility of nurturing talent, passing down
the excellent traditions and culture of Po Tong, and shaping generations of Po Tong students.

Mr. Lo Kwok Leung
Principal
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2001-2002 7o 20

Established in 2001 Education Bureau acknowledged the ethos
of the College, affirming the school policies
and diversity of activities, in recognition of
its care for the needs of students.

2010-2011

® The College was approved the use of English as the
medium of instruction since 2010 (except Chinese,
Chinese Literature, Putonghua and Chinese History).

® Completion of Po Tong Exhibition Hall

® |n the External School Review Report of the Education
Bureau, ‘Management and Organization’, ‘Learning
and Teaching’, ‘Student Support and School Ethos’ and
‘Student Performance’ were rated Excellent or Good.

2012-2013

Establishment of the
Parent-teacher Association

2021-2022

@ The Focus Inspection of Humanities Subjects g
by Education Bureau acknowledged the @
effort put in the implementation of their 4
various policies.

® Awarded for 3 consecutive years (1 Gold
Medal and 2 Bronze Medals)— International
Genetically Engineered Machine
Competition (iGEM) by Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT)

The Focus Inspection of Chinese Language by the
Education Bureau acknowledged the effort put in
the implementation of its various policies.

“:h,,lfﬂi?é%‘EEE & 2024-2025

® Awarded Gold Medal, Top 10
Global High School Teams and
Global Best Hardware Award in
2024 iGEM

® Mr & Mrs Boondy Pong Kwok
Boon Hall Dedication Ceremony

2004-2005

@ All F.1 students were in band one.

® Among all the 14 indicators of the External School ' | &
Review Report of the Education Bureau, 13 of them
were rated Excellent or Good, including ‘Student
Development and Support’, ‘School Culture’ and
‘Resource Allocation and Management’.

2006-2007

Establishment of the PLKCHC Incorporated
Management Committee

2007-2008

The Focus Inspection of Physical Education
by the Education Bureau acknowledged
the effort put in the promotion of the
subject and its policies.

2022-2023

® Formed sister school partnership
with 3 schools in the Mainland

® Establishment of Alumni Association

2023-2024

-~ ® Gold Medal and Top 10 Global High
School Teams in 2023 iGEM

® Formed sister school partnership with
a school in the Mainland
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Po Tong Students Shine at
Prestigious iGEM Competition, CLir \
Top Global Honors

Paris, 2024 — At the globally renowned International Genetically Engineered Machine (iIGEM) Competition, over 400
teams and 9,000 students from around the world gathered to compete. Our school’s team achieved remarkable success,
winning three major honors:

"Global Top Ten " Teams for Two Consecutive Years

The only secondary school in Hong Kong to accomplish this, demonstrating

sustained excellence in research. :
2024 anAuo

Gold Medal — Following victories in 2019 and 2023 JAMB OREE
The team secured its third gold medal, proving that their success is no [ '
coincidence.

Global Best Hardware Award

With their self-designed research device, the team outperformed numerous
international competitors, becoming the only secondary school to win this
award.

In addition, the team’s Wiki was nominated for Global Best WIKI Award, reflecting
their rigorous scientific documentation and digital design skills.

Reference video for
2024 iGEM

Cover Story

From Zero to One: The Joy of Scientific Exploration

For the participating students, iGEM is more than a
competition—it is a journey of “from zero to one”.

The team'’s research goal was clear: to develop a low-
cost, compact, and easy-to-use heavy metal detector,
addressing the market gap where similar products are
either expensive or inaccurate, and providing society with
an affordable yet reliable option.

After nearly six months of dedicated work, they
successfully genetically engineered E. coli to detect
heavy metals and produce distinct chromoprotein
signals. Combining this with Al and loT technologies, they
ultimately developed a device for measuring heavy metal
concentrations—Metalytic.

Yet, success was no accident. Designing Metalytic
required expertise spanning genetic engineering, Al,
and computer programming, well beyond the secondary
school curriculum. To overcome the challenge, students
self-studied extensively and sought guidance from
teachers, university professors, environmental specialists,
and even traditional Chinese medicine practitioners.
They conducted six street surveys, collecting feedback
from over 100 citizens on testing heavy metals in food to
ensure their device addressed real societal needs.
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The product underwent continuous optimization in
the lab, with every adjustment bringing it closer to
perfection. Ultimately, the team transformed their
concept into a feasible product, earning the Best
Hardware Award at the Paris competition—the first
among secondary school teams worldwide.

Students shared that when the results were announced,
all their hard work transformed into a profound sense
of joy and achievement. In that moment, they truly
understood that the value of research lies not only in
results but in the courage to explore and the persistence
to persevere.

Looking ahead, the students believe this experience will
serve as a vital foundation for their future. Throughout
the preparation process, they have developed critical
thinking, problem-solving, and teamwork skills, all of
which will benefit them in further studies and career
development. Additionally, interacting with top young
scientists worldwide have broadened their international
perspective and reinforced their belief that scientific
research can be a powerful force for global change.
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Celine Ho Maker Space”

Enhanced Research Environment Fosters Innovation

Mr. Fan, Head of STEAM Education

"Students winning awards at an international competition demonstrates
their research potential and resilience. In recent years, the school has
continuously invested in research resources, In addition to existing facilities
such as an Aquaponics Laboratory, a Mangrove Ecological Simulation System,
and a Reptile House, the school has launched the new Celine Ho Maker

The Celine Ho Maker Space is our school’s -
newly established STEAM innovation
studio, designed to inspire creativity and
scientific exploration. Equipped with
the latest high-performance computers,

Space and PLKCHC Innovative Lab this year, equipped with advanced professional-grade 3D printers, high-

and cutting-edge tools . These resaurces not only elevate students’ research y precision laser cutters, large high- 3 . ’{,
capabilities but also broaden their learning horizons. With these enhanced i definition displays with interactive _
facilities, we hope our students can achieve even greater success in future ; : touchscreens, VR/AR immersive devices, MJI" S‘“'

competitions, further advancing our school’s research standards and
nurturing a new generation of scientists with global vision."

and advanced electronic soldering and
mechanical assembly tools, it provides e .

students with an ideal platform that . ] ‘El .‘1“ ey S == ‘

mET, |

blends technology and creativity. ﬂ T
Here, students can engage in scientific S
experiments, engineering design, - ———
coding, and product prototyping, while &

Black Soldier Fly Food Waste Recycling

This program comprises three interconnected s S )
components: Black Soldier Fly Food Waste Recycling, mterdmmplmary c‘o‘liaboratlon and hands',—
Organic Farming, and the Reptile House. By integrating on practice significantly enhance their
interdisciplinary curriculum content, it provides students . problem-solving skills, creative thinking,
with a diverse and immersive learning experience. _ - and teamwork skills.

Activities include visiting local black soldier fly farms, [ :

participating in workshops at City University of Hong

Kong, caring for reptiles, and engaging in organic

cultivation.

Mangrove Ecological Simulation S_'yst

By collecting wetland organisms and mangrove . _ / : . | ’ A - s PLKCHC Innovative Lab

seedlings, the mangrove ecosystem simulation i =

replicates environment of a mangrove wetland. ~ ! N . — e
Students can closely and continuously observe ' 2 =

interactions between mangrove plants and various '

species, helping them gain knowledge about ecological

conservation and biodiversity.

The PLKCHC Innovative Lab is a newly built multi-
functional computer room designed to foster
interactive and collaborative learning. It features
flexible, movable furniture that allow students to

Aquaponics Laboratory

Under the guidance of research team members,
students learn to cultivate vegetable seedlings within : ; :
the aguaponics system. By observing the growth process werk.in group_s, condu_ct pmJectjbased_leammg,
of seeds, students develop a deeper understanding of | &N P engags s Wariety gf disgussiGls i
plant life cycles and the nitrogen cycle. - = " f— - & : activities. The lab also houses a fully equipped
s AR campus TV with advanced live-streaming and

recording equipment, enabling students to gain

hands-on experience in media production and live

Mush Culti T _ ¢ P L ow= "= 2 broadcasting while developing communication
ushroomn CUttiiaE S -_— ' | e Y ' : C  skills. In addition, the lab is outfitted with the latest

high-performance student computers, providing
robust support for digital creation, programming,
and research activities, thereby enhancing both
learning efficiency and innovation capacity.

Students can adjust the light intensity, humidity, and
temperature of the mushroom cultivation machine to
study how different environmental factors affect the
growth rate and yield of edible fungi.



Teaching & Learning

— Class Structure and
Medium of Instruction (MOI)
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Class Structure
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Number of classes in each form
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Medium of Instruction

ARAB—FIAZEBERNER BTHPHEX - 2REHEHEN FRESL - T8BE - PEXEIN - &
fh® B AR B R -

As an EMI school, apart from Chinese Language, Citizenship and Social Development, Chinese History, Putonghua
and Chinese Literature, English is the medium of instruction in all subjects.

To maximise students’ exposure to authentic English, our school has
invested around 2.5 million dollars every year in enriching the English
learning environment in our school and providing students with different
English learning experiences.

Native English Teachers (NETs) and Tutors

Apart from having NETs to teach in regular lessons, some native English
tutors are also employed to offer some authentic English courses including
conversation-based activities, debates and public speaking. The NET-
student ratio is around 1:10.

Study Tours

Our school has held different study tours overseas. Destinations include
Australia, the UK and Singapore, which provide students with precious
opportunities to learn authentic English outside the classroom.
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Teaching & Learning —
An English-rich Learning Environn

English Day Camp

Every year, our school
invests a fortune in hiring
5 NETs to conduct whole-
day English activity sessions
on Saturdays that are
particularly offered to junior
form students. The NET-
student ratio is about 1:15.

English Club

Our school has invested around 20
thousand dollars in employing Native
English Tutors to conduct small-group
activities in order to both enhance
students' English speaking skills and
broaden students' horizons by letting
them get exposed to different cultures.
The NET-student ratio is around 1:5-8.

English Ambassador Programme

Elite students from each form are selected as English
ambassadors, who have the privilege to join a writing
programme, assisted with an artificial intelligence platform.
Not only does it prepare them for various duties assigned but
also boosts their confidence in using English. Throughout the
year, they act as role models for other students and take the
initiative to use English around the campus. Also, they help
out in various functions like Inter-class Debate Competitions,
Public Speaking Programme and Speech Day.

English Week

With the theme ‘Cultural Mosaic@ Po Tong’, activities held in the English Week
aim at enhancing students’ logical thinking skills and interest in learning English
through games and competitions, parts of which are “Stand-up Comedy”, “Minute

to Win It”, “Student Talent Session”, “Pakistani Cricket Workshop”, “Henna
Workshop”, “Venezuelan-Style Arepas Cooking Workshop”, etc.

English Enrichment Programme

To further strengthen students’ abilities to give speeches in public, several
English-speaking events including Public Speaking Contests and Debate
Competitions are held to let students present a particular topic or debate on a
certain motion.

Extensive Reading Programme

To cultivate a reading habit, students are provided with a wide range of online
academic and daily-life passages to choose from. A reading club, hosted by NETs,
is also available for students to share their thoughts and feelings after reading.
English teachers and ambassadors also recommend books they like in book
exhibitions held in the newly-renovated library.

Public Speaking Programme

This aims to enhance students’ confidence in speaking English. Each class has
to form small public speaking groups, who will be sent to the school hall or
different classrooms during the assemblies to make a presentation. The scripts,
prepared by students themselves, are given to teachers for feedback after their
presentations.

Phonics Course for Form 1 students

Our school invests over 20 thousand dollars to purchase a
phonics course from a professional institution in order to
provide Form 1 students with a pronunciation course which
helps them polish their English speaking skills.



Teaching
& Learning

Gifted Education

Our school is devoted to helping our students develop their potentials to the maximum level. Every year, in order to offer
quality gifted education to our students, our school invests a fortune to pay tuition fees of different gifted education
programmes organised by the University of Hong Kong, the Chinese University of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology, and The International Education Research Center.

Different Gifted Programmes our students enrolled

Programmes for the Gifted & Talented

Workshop on Debate and Public Speaking Skills Biochemistry and Disease lll

Introduction to Video Storytelling and Practices Adventures in Mathematics

Great Discovery in Archaeology — China and Hong Kong The Origin and Evolution of English Letters
Relics

Love-to-Write: Portraying Characters with an
Science, Innovation and Problem Solving Enchanting Pen

Academy for the Talented

Legal Academy Student Chapters 2025

-
w The Center for the Development of the Gifted and Talented

Physics Level 1

oy

H\ The Hong Kong Academy for Gifted Education
\

Leadership Aspect Visual Art Aspect

3A CHOW HO SHING RAX

The Science, Innovation and Problem Solving course, anchored in
systematic thinking training, has equipped me with a scientific framework
for deconstructing complex realities. Through rigorous application
of the scientific methodology — observing phenomena, formulating
hypotheses, and validating inferences — | have honed multidimensional
analytical capabilities and logical dialectical thinking. Furthermore, the
course cultivates innovative perspectives to penetrate problem essences,
enabling me to precisely pinpoint root contradictions via cross-disciplinary
knowledge integration, thereby constructing solutions that embody
both logical soundness and groundbreaking creativity. This systematic
competency spanning from causal analysis to innovative resolution

establishes a cognitive framewaork for tackling unforeseen challenges.

5A CHAN HAUYI

Immersed in dynamic lectures led by experienced marketing practitioners,
| explored the strategic dimensions of CUHK's Marketing in the Real
World programme. Through dissecting hyper-targeted social media
advertisements, deconstructing brand management framewarks, and
analyzing real-world consumer data simulations, the course transformed
everyday commercial phenomena into compelling learning laboratories.
This intensive immersion not only unveiled the science behind
personalized customer experiences and market positioning strategies
but also ighited my drive to translate theoretical insights into measurable
market impact.

Our college has always attached great importance
to the enhancement of teaching and learning
effectiveness

Additional Teachers and
Teaching assistants

Approximately

$5,000,000
allotted

100
R Additional Small Classes

Every Year

Teacher-Student Ratios
Improved to 1:4
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Our school has established a research team composed of students
(S-TEAM) for many years, which is led by students to conduct different
scientific research. S-TEAM participates in different types of activities
such as coral aquaculture, using 3D printing and laser cutting
technology to make invented products, operating the fish- vegetable
symbiosis system, mushroom farming, food waste recycling, visits,
overseas exchanges, lectures and competitions, etc., to gain valuable
learning experiences outside classroom.
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The Schools Challenge - won for 6 years, including Champion
in 2018, 2019, 2021, 2023 and 2024, and 1st Runner Up in
2020 and 2024, and 2nd Runner Up in 2021 and 2023
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Eco-Model Tournament — won for 3 years, building
Champion in 2022, 2024 and 2025, and 1st Runner up
in 2022 and 2025 and 2nd Runner-up in 2025

2025 International Biology Elite Competition -
won Grand Champion and multiple awards

Fun Science Competition — won for 7 consecutive years, including 1st |
Runner Up in 2017, Champion in 2018, Champion and Best Design
Award in 2019, Champion, 2nd Runner Up and Best Design Award in
2021, Champion and 1st Runner Up in 2022, 1st Class Honours and
Best Sesign Award in 2023 and third place in 2024 (Cancelled in 2020)

International Chemistry Quiz 2024 and 2025
- Excellence Award, Distinction Award and High Distinction Award

International Physics Olympiad Elite Challenge -
won Grand Champion and Multiple Awards

Inter-school Formula Edge Competition — won Champion, Jetbot best
single lap time and Best Team Name Champion in 2021, 3rd Runner-up
in 2022 and 1st runner-up in 2023

BIM x STEAM Construction Model
Creative Design Competition 2024
- Senior Category Champion

2025 International Natural Sciences Olympiad -
won Grand Champion and multiple awards
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Po Leung Kuk Celine Ho Yam Tong College

176, Po Kong Village Road School Village,
Wong Tai Sin, Kowloon

3 2626 9930
@ 26269339
@ info@plkchc.edu.hk
www.plkchc.edu.hk
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